[How objective is clinical determination of cervix consistency?].
to establish and classify various degrees of rigidity of portio-shaped silicone samples tested by obstetricians, midwives and non-medical staff by touching. to carry out the test, samples with different degrees of rigidity, achieved by varying the components mixed together, had to be produced. Five samples of different rigidity were touched by 91 testers and were classified according to the medical term "soft", "medium", or "rigid". The rigidity established could be associated to normal technical dimensions, like Shore-rigidity for example. The spread of the answers given confirms the need for equipment to objectify the determination of cervix consistency. Possible reasons why the spread was relatively wide, in addition to individual subjectivity, may lie in the different nature of the silicone model and a cervix in vivo and may also be due to the testing conditions.